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INVITED CONTRIBUTION
Letter from the President
The XIVth International Society of Nephrology (ISN) Con-
gress will be in Sydney, Australia from May 23—27, 1997. This is
the first ISN Congress which will be held in conjunction with a
regional nephrology society, namely the Asian-Pacific Society of
Nephrology. The continuity of the ISN Congresses was felt by the
Executive Committee to be better maintained by instituting an
every two year rather than three year schedule. An effort has been
made to join regional societies in holding future ISN Congresses,
so as to enhance international cooperation in nephrology.
In 1999, the XVth ISN Congress will be held in Buenos Aires,
Argentina from May 3—6, in conjunction with the Latin American
Society of Nephrology. The organization of the scientific program
will be shared between both Brazil and Argentina, working with
Eberhard Ritz and Steve Hebert as the Chair and Co-chair of the
ISN Program Committee.
In 2001, the XVIth ISN Congress will be held in San Francisco,
California in conjunction with the American Society of Nephrol-
ogy (ASN). The tentative dates for this joint ISN/ASN Congress
are October 14—17, 2001. After these joint meetings in Asia
(1997), Latin America (1999) and North America (2002), the
XVIIth ISN Congress in 2003 will either be in Europe with the
European Renal Association or in Africa with the African Society
of Nephrology. Both of these societies will make a presentation of
their proposals to the ISN Council in Sydney in May.
This global rotation of ISN Congresses, and joining a regional
society in Asia, Latin America, Europe, North America of Africa,
will mean that one regional meeting on each of these continents
will be held every 8—10 years with the ISN. It is hoped that this
cooperation will further the ISN mission of enhancing the quality
of education, patient care, and research in nephrology worldwide.
The ISN Commission for the Global Enhancement of Nephrol-
ogy has been very active with numerous site visits and educational
programs throughout the developing world. Currently, it is impor-
tant to recognize that two-thirds of the world's population, living
in developing countries, are underserved with respect to the
availability of trained physicians and facilities capable of ade-
quately diagnosing, treating, and preventing acute and chronic
disorders of the kidney as well as hypertensive disorders. The ISN
Fellowship Program has supported the training of over 115
physicians from developing countries, and in the last 12 months
over 1550 physicians from developing countries have become full
members of the ISN by utilizing the Joint Membership Program.
Over 150 renal centers in the developing world receive Kidney
International, renal texts, and educational slides as a part of the
ISN Library Enhancement Program. The ISN Renal Sister Cen-
ters Program has been launched in which 50-100 renal centers in
the developed world will relate to an equal number of renal
centers in the developing world in order to share faculty, trainees,
equipment, educational materials, and clinical research projects.
Some may ask whether there is a need for an International
Society of Nephrology, since there are annual scientific meetings,
such as the ASN, which have superb scientific content. If the sole
purpose of the ISN were to enhance the quality of biomedical
science in developed countries, then the need for the ISN would
indeed be arguable. However, there continue to be many unmet
needs worldwide for the enhancement of nephrology education,
care, and research. Hopefully, the numerous ISN programs are
making a contribution, albeit modest, to addressing some of these
needs.
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